Causes of death in a paediatric oncology unit.
The records of 101 patients (64 males and 37 females) registered at Bristol Children's Hospital who died between January 1986 and December 1989 were reviewed to determine the cause of death. Nineteen patients (19%) died without obtaining remission and 6 (6%) in first remission. Seventy-six (75%) died after relapse; three during re-induction and two in second remission. The causes of death were active disease in 85 patients (84%), active disease and infection (4%), active disease and other factors (4%), infection only (3%), toxic cardiomyopathy (2%), graft versus host disease (2%), and second malignancy (1%).